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Christian terrorism In India  

Tripura and Assam 

The National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), a rebel group 
operating in Tripura, North-East India, has been described as engaging 
in terrorist violence motivated by their Christian beliefs. It is classified 
by the National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism as 
one of the ten most active terrorist groups in the world, and has been 
accused of forcefully converting people to Christianity.  

 

The insurgency in Nagaland was originally led by the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN), and it is continued today by a faction 
named "NSCN–Isaac Muivah", which explicitly calls for a "Nagalim for 
Christ". The state government reports that the Baptist Church of 
Tripura supplies arms and gives financial support t o the NLFT.   

 

In April 2000, the secretary of the Noapara Baptist  Church in 
Tripura, Nagmanlal Halam, was arrested with a large  quantity of 
explosives. He confessed to illegally buying and su pplying 
explosives to the NLFT for two years. The NLFT has threatened to 
kill Hindus celebrating the annual five-day religio us festival of 
Durga Puja and other religious celebrations. At lea st 20 Hindus in 
Tripura have been killed by the NLFT in two years f or resisting 
forced conversion to Christianity.  A leader of the Jamatia tribe, 
Rampada Jamatia, said that armed NLFT militants wer e forcibly 
converting tribal villagers to Christianity, which he said was a 
serious threat to Hinduism. It is believed that up to 5,000 tribal 
villagers were converted to Christianity by the NLF T in two years.  

 



In August 2000, a tribal Hindu spiritual leader, Shanti Tripura, was shot 
dead by about ten guerrillas belonging to the NLFT who said it wanted to 
convert all people in the state to Christianity. In December 2000, Labh 
Kumar Jamatia, a religious leader of the state's second largest Hindu 
group, was kidnapped by the NLFT, and found dead in a forest in Dalak 
village in southern Tripura. According to police, rebels from the NLFT 
wanted Jamatia to convert to Christianity, but he refused. A local 
Marxist tribal leader, Kishore Debbarma, was clubbed to death in 
Tripura's Sadar (north) by militants belonging to the Biswamohan 
faction of the NLFT in May 2005. He was dragged away at gunpoint by a 
group of NLFT militants. His body was found with multiple head injuries 
in a roadside ditch in the Katabon area. 

 

In Assam, the Manmasi National Christian Army (MNCA), an 
extremist group from the Hmar tribe, were charged w ith forcing 
Hindus to convert at gunpoint. Seven or more Hmar y ouths were 
charged with visiting Bhuvan Pahar, a Hindu village , armed with 
guns, and pressuring residents to convert to Christ ianity. They 
also desecrated temples by painting crosses on the walls  with 
their blood. The Sonai police, along with the 5th A ssam Rifles, 
arrested 13 members of the MNCA, including their co mmander-in-
chief. Guns and ammunition were seized. 

 

John Joseph, the Christian representative of the National Minority 
Commission, stated in 2000 that foreign funds used for Christian 
terrorism in the northeast are routed through Christians in Kerala.  

Orissa 

In 2007 a tribal spiritual Hindu monk, Swami Lakshmanananda 
Saraswati, accused Radhakant Nayak, chief of a loca l chapter of 
World Vision,  and a former Rajya Sabha member from Orissa in 
the Indian National Congress party,  of plotting to assassinate 
him. The Swami also said that World Vision was cove rtly 
pumping money into India for religious conversion d uring the 
2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, and criticized the activ ities of 
Christian missionaries as going against tribal beli efs.  



 

In 2008, he was gunned down along with four discipl es on the Hindu 
festive day of Krishna Janmashtami by a group of 30 –40 armed men.  
Later, Maoist terrorist leader Sabyasachi Panda adm itted 
responsibility for the assassination, saying that t he Maoists had 
intervened in the religious dispute on behalf of Ch ristians and Dalits. 
The non-governmental organization Justice on Trial disputed that 
there had been Maoist involvement, and quoted the S wami as 
claiming that Christian missionaries had earlier at tacked him eight 
times  


